Policy Brief:
Academic Excellence

Delaware’s Public Schools Are Failing—And
Our Kids Are Paying the Price

Delaware has an education crisis. For more than 10
years, our public schools have not given students—
no matter their background—a real chance to
succeed. Too many children are falling behind in
reading, math, and basic life skills they need to
become capable, successful adults.

Not once in over a decade have more than half of
Delaware students been proficient in reading or
math. We can’t afford to wait any longer.

It’s time to focus on what works—strong teaching,
high standards, and teachers that prepare every
child for the future they deserve.
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Why It Matters

Delaware’s Students Are Falling Behind—And
the Problem Is Getting Worse

The numbers are clear—and they're alarming. Delaware’s
public schools have underperformed for over a decade. In
2024, nearly half of our fourth graders and 40% of eighth
graders can't read or do math at grade, scoring below basic
in reading and math on the Nation’'s Report Card (NAEP), the
most trusted national measure of student progress.

Math scores have barely improved since the 2022 dismal
results—and they’re still far behind the national average.

Even worse, Delaware hasn’t seen more than 50% of
students reach proficiency in reading or math in over ten
years.

This isn't just a short-term crisis. Kids who fall behind early
often stay behind for life—limiting their future and hurting
our communities. If we don’t act now, we risk losing another
generation of students and weakening Delaware’s future.
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Why Should You Care?

When Kids Can’t Read by Third Grade,
Their Futures Are at Risk

Falling behind in school can change the course of a
child’s life. Research shows that if a child can’t read
well by the end of third grade, they're far more likely
to struggle in school, drop out later, and face serious
challenges as adults.

Every year without help makes it harder for them to
catch up. Kids who can’t keep up in reading or math
often lose confidence. That can lead to behavior
problems, frustration, and eventually giving up on
school altogether. This puts them at higher risk for
unemployment, poverty, even jail. And these aren’t just
numbers—they're our kids.

Even high achievers are hurt when classrooms move
too slowly or spend too much time trying to catch
others up. Everyone loses when the system fails.

If we care about the future of Delaware—our
communities, our economy, and our families—we must
fix public education. Now.
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Our Position

Every Child Deserves a Great Education—No
Exceptions

It shouldn’t matter where a child lives or what their
background is, every student deserves access to a great
education. But too many of Delaware’s kids are being
left behind.

Strong schools build strong communities and a strong
economy. Our mission is urgent: give every child the
chance to succeed by making sure they get the
education they need and deserve to reach their full
potential.

That means students must learn in safe, focused
classrooms where teaching—not distractions—is the
priority. Teachers should be free to teach, and students
should be challenged to learn and grow.

It’s time to bring education back to what it should be
about: learning, achievement, and preparing every child
for a successful future.
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What Must We Do?

Delaware’s Education Crisis Demands Action—Now

Delaware’s public education system is failing too many
students. We need bold, common-sense solutions that
restore academic excellence and give every child the tools
to succeed. Here are five policy approaches that will get
public education back on track:

1. Get Back to the Basics

Students must master reading, writing, and math—no
exceptions. That starts with proven teaching methods like
phonics-based reading instruction. Delaware approved this
in 2022, but now we must expand it and ensure it's used in
every classroom. Strong literacy skills in the early years
are the foundation for future success.

2. Set High Expectations—For Everyone

Every student should be challenged to reach their full
potential. That means setting a high bar for all learners,
while also providing the right support—especially for
students with special needs. We must meet kids where
they are without lowering standards or compromising
academic rigor.
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WHAT MUST WE DO?

3. Hold Teachers Accountable—And Support Them

Teachers matter. Their performance should be tied to how
much their students grow over time—not just one test. At
the same time, teachers need better instructional training
and support, and fewer distractions. Let them focus on
teaching core subjects, not paperwork or programs that
pull them away from academics.

4. Focus on Academics, Not Activism

Schools should prioritize learning—reading, math, science,
and history. Programs like social-emotional learning (SEL)
may have a place, but they shouldn’t replace core
instruction. Teachers aren’t therapists, and they shouldn’t
be expected to fulfill that role at the expense of academic
instruction.

5. Insist School Boards Review Academic Progress At
Every Monthly Meeting
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THE BOTTOM LINE

Delaware’s kids are running out of
time—and so are we.

Our kids can't wait. It's time to stop making excuses and
start making changes. Delaware’s future depends on it.

They deserve more than a broken system and lowered
expectations. They deserve schools that challenge them,
teachers who are empowered to teach, and a future built
on knowledge, not excuses.

The path forward is clear: refocus on core academics,
raise the bar for all students, and rebuild a system that
puts learning first. If we want capable, confident, and
successful adults tomorrow, we must act with urgency
today.

Delaware’s future depends on what we do right now.
Let’s stop settling—and start fixing it
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